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Come to Soulard and experience 
“Living with History!” at the 39th 
Annual Soulard Holiday Parlour Tour. 
The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6 and from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7.

The Parlour Tour is one of St. Louis’ 
most time-honored traditions, inviting 
guests to view featured homes decked 
in their holiday best. This year, in 
celebration of the 250th anniversary 
of St. Louis, Soulard will also celebrate 
our 250th house on the tour. The exact 
house will be a surprise until you tour 
it. Enjoy all its glory and a piece of cake 
on your way out!

Soulard features beautifully restored 
19th-century red brick Victorian 
homes and Federal-style townhouses 
dating from the mid- to late-1800s. 
Heated shuttles will take guests from 
home to home, where they will get to 
meet homeowners and hear interesting 
facts and stories about their restoration 
efforts. The event begins with festivities 
at Gene Slay’s Boys’ Club of St. Louis, at 
2524 S. 11th St.

The homes this year are a mix of 

HOMES FOR THE HOLIDAYS
39th Annual Soulard Holiday Parlour Tour celebrates ‘Living with History’
By John Wallace

As fall turns into winter, everyone 
is looking with anticipation to the 
approaching holidays, followed by 
the Mardi Gras season. Here are three 
things you may not know about Mardi 
Gras:

You probably know that Mardi 
Gras (a.k.a. Carnival) ends with 
Ash Wednesday (the beginning of 
Lent). But did you know that the day 
before Ash Wednesday (Fat Tuesday) 
probably got its name because of 
binge eating to consume all the red 
meat and dairy products in the home, 

historic, renovated homes and new 
construction.

One of the special treats on this year’s 
tour is the Rectory of Sts. Peter and 
Paul Catholic Church. Built in 1889 by 
German immigrant carpenters, it has 
many original stained glass windows 
and unusual vaulted ceilings that mirror 
the inside of Sts. Peter and Paul Church. 
Also on the tour is a historic home 
along the famous Ripple Row, lovingly 
restored and decorated for the holidays. 
Another historic home features five 
floors including a European style grotto. 
A rare alley house will be open for the 
tour, and two of the homes are new 
construction featuring many of the 
modern amenities and representing the 
revitalization of the neighborhood.

This much-anticipated annual event 
also will feature a holiday bazaar, food, 
music and much more.

Tickets are $22 per person in advance 
and $25 per person the day of the event. 
Advance reservations are encouraged 
for a preferred tour time slot and 
available for purchase at Soulard.org. 

Return of Mardi Gras 
Ball to bring plenty of 
‘Vices & Virtues’

Chief Pontiac fencing surrounds AT&T cabinets in park

In the southwest corner of Pontiac Square Park, artistic steel fencing created by local welder/fabricator Mark Bunch was 
installed Nov. 2, with the help of neighborhood volunteers including Dave Perry, Richard Eaton and Roger Power. Bunch’s 
fencing and artwork of Chief Pontiac helps to create a visual deflection from the AT&T cabinets located inside the fencing. 
Thank you to Linda Kurdi, chairman of the Art Installation Committee; John Durnell and Tony Range, committee members; 
Richard Eaton, SRG Beautification chairman and Nancy Kelly, SRG president for working tirelessly on this project.
See pages 4–5 for more Beautification news.

Photo by Linda Kurdi

By Neil Putz
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Dearest Reader,

The staff of the Soulard Renaissance 
would like to wish you and yours a 
wonderful holiday season. There is so 
much to do this time of year and we 
know you have most likely already 
filled your December calendar with 
parties, lunches and your choice of 
holiday coping mechanisms, so we 
want to make sure that you know 
what’s going on first thing in 2015 — 
Smarty Gras!

That’s right, on Saturday, Jan. 17, the 
Franklin Room at 816 Allen Ave. will 
be teeming with hundreds of players 
who think they will have the correct 
answers to Smarty Gras Quizmaster 
Billy Tomber’s categorically curious 
queries. So, show us your wits and we’ll 
let you know if you’re correct. If you’ve 
never experienced Tomber trivia, check 
out his Brews N Clues on Tuesday 
nights at iTap, 1711 S. 9th St.

“I think we deliver $225 of fun,” 
Tomber says. And $225 is how much 
a table of 10 will run you and nine of 
your most trivia-centric friends. SRG 
Fundraising Chairman Rick Dungey 
will keep the questions moving with his 
mad AV skills, and there could possibly 
be the return of a music round with the 
acoustic song stylings of Jay Morris, 
but I wouldn’t want to give anything 
away. Or would I?

Your $22.50 also will get you 
unlimited beer, wine and soda for 
the evening. Those beverages will 
once again be poured by volunteer 
bartenders SRG President Nancy Kelly 
and her husband, David Cornelius. 
Tickets will be on sale after Dec. 7 at 
Soulard.org. Questions? Check with 
trivia@soulard.org.

Besides a fun-filled evening of 
trivia and multiple minor arguments, 
— I mean, healthy discussions — 
with your team, Smarty Gras will 

’Tis the season for a fireside chat with Bleu Parker.

include an amazing silent auction 
filled with items donated by Soulard 
businesses. This silent auction, run 
by SRG Membership Chairman Jill 
Weissgerber, raises more money as the 
night goes on, as people realize they’re 
better at spending money than they are 
at answering trivia questions.

All of the money raised will benefit 
the Soulard Restoration Group. Did 
I mention Smarty Gras sold out last 
year? Smarty Gras sold out last year, so 
let this be the first event added to your 
2015 calendar. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Jan. 17, first question asked at 7:03 p.m.

Don’t have a team but still want to 
play? Let us know and we’ll set you 
up. Interested in volunteering? We can 
hook you up with something fun to do. 
Contact trivia@soulard.org.

‘SCOOP’ BROCKSCHMITT: You 
most likely heard about a Trops 
coming to Soulard from our own Ryan 
Brockschmitt in his “I Love Soulard” 
blog, but it deserves mentioning again. 
Tropical Liquers, the Columbia, 
Mo.-based establishment specializing 
in frozen drinks, is in the process of 
obtaining a liquor license so it can set 
up shop at the former Gladstone’s 
location at South 10th and Soulard 
streets. Trops is set to open next spring. 
It was great to see the St. Louis Business 
Journal and Riverfront Times chasing 
this story after Ryan broke the news. 
Check out his column on Page 7.

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year!

Yours in newsprint,

Jackie Parker
Editor-in-Chief
Soulard Renaissance
editor@soulard.org
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Joanie of Joanie’s Pizzeria says she 
is “passing the pie,” so to speak, and is 
in the process of selling her restaurant 
and bar at 2101 Menard Ave. to Jeff 
Schneider, manager of the restaurant.

“I want to kind of slow down and lead 
somewhat of a normal life,” said Joanie 
Thomas Spurgeon, 53. “It’s time for me 
to pass it on to someone who wants to 
take on the challenge.”

After 20 years of serving her popular 
menu of pizzas and other dishes, 
Spurgeon said that handing over the 
reins to Schneider has made her decision 
easier. He has worked at Joanie’s for five 
years and has always wanted to own his 
own business.

“I told myself that if I didn’t own a 
bar by the time I was 40, I would regret 
it,” said Schneider, 39. He has lived in 
Soulard for 10 years and is active in 
the neighborhood, including serving 
as treasurer for the Soulard Business 
Association.

“Joanie will still be there for me for 
the foreseeable future,” he said. “I’ll be 
bouncing ideas off her. She says she has 
become my big sister.”

And Spurgeon won’t be too far away 
— she will continue to own and operate 
Joanie’s To-Go, right down the street at 
804 Russell Ave. The to-go store opened 
in 2003 when Joanie’s started getting 
calls for residential deliveries, corporate 
lunches and catering.

Joanie Thomas Spurgeon, owner of Joanie’s Pizzeria, passes the pie to Jeff 
Schneider, manager and soon-to-be new owner.

Jeff Schneider to buy Joanie’s Pizzeria
While they’re still in the process of 

getting all of the paperwork and licenses 
transferred, Spurgeon wants to thank all 
of the customers who have been a part 
of Joanie’s — the engagements that took 
place there, the parties and all of the 
people who consider the bar or patio 
of Joanie’s Pizzeria their second home. 
She also has a special thank you for her 
employees who have worked for her 
over the past 20 years. Spurgeon says 
she would not have been as successful 
without them.

She and her husband, Doug, have 
lived in Soulard for 12 years. A self-
proclaimed “city girl,” Spurgeon grew up 
in McKinley Heights and is a graduate 
of St. Anthony’s of Padua High School.

As for what’s in store for Joanie’s 
Pizzeria, Schneider said he is happy with 
the success of specials he has started, 
such as “Pizza of the Week,” “Wacky 
Wing Wednesday” and “Open Mike 
Night Thursdays.” As for the popular 
menu, they both agree that customers 
will most likely not even notice the 
restaurant has changed hands.

“I would like to focus more on the bar 
scene,” he said. “We don’t have much 
of a late-night crowd and I would like 
to make it more hip, maybe add a late-
night happy hour.”

So everyone may rest assured 
that Joanie’s Pizzeria will remain a 
neighborhood staple.

By Jackie Parker
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On Dec. 31, there will be openings 
for two homeowners, one business 
owner and one residential renter on the 
Soulard Special Business District Board 
of Commissioners.

In 1994, the residents of Soulard 
voted and approved a Special Business 
District — although more often it is 
referred to as the “Tax District” because 
that is where the funding comes from. 
A property tax was added to the tax 
bill for all residential and commercial 
properties in the district to be used 
strictly for safety and security. Since 
then, the Special Business District, 
guided by a seven-person commission, 
has been the “good neighbor” looking 
out for Soulard. The Commission is 
made up of homeowners, renters, 
commercial owners and renters.

If you are interested in being on the 
board, email info@soulard-sbd.org or 
visit www.soulard-sbd.org to find out 
more and to obtain an application and 
petition to be completed for consid-
eration. The current openings are for 
one- to four-year terms.

The programs provided by the District 
include:

• Security patrols: The District 
contracts with a private security 
company, which provides off-duty 
police officers to be additional eyes and 
ears on the streets of the 80-plus square 
blocks of the District. In marked cars, 
on bicycles and on foot, the uniformed 
officers, equipped with police radios 
and GPS devices, patrol the streets 
to look for suspicious activity, watch 
out for pedestrians and assist the 3rd 
District police officers. They are not 
replacements for the city’s police, but are 
in place to enhance security and increase 
a police presence in Soulard. After a 
bidding process, the District contracted 
with GCI Security. The District, GCI 
and the St. Louis Police work closely 

Four spots open on Special 
Business District Commission

together to keep communication open 
and to focus on keeping Soulard safe.

• Light bulbs: A well-lit environment 
is a crime deterrent and to that end, the 
District has provided energy-efficient 
light bulbs to residents and businesses 
to use in porch lights and entrances 
to keep the areas lighted. Everyone is 
encouraged to keep lights on from dusk 
to dawn — the cost is little and the 
benefits big.

• Car clubs: Car theft is an ongoing 
crime in urban areas and Soulard is no 
different. It takes only seconds for a 
thief to break into and steal a vehicle. 
The District provides car clubs for 
residents within the district at no cost 
and sells these devices to others. A club 
is a deterrent — it encourages a thief 
to move on to the next car because the 
club takes additional effort.

• Meetings: The Commissioners 
meet regularly, and between the 
meetings they review crime statistics, 
crime reports and other information. 
There are meetings with the police 
representatives, the alderman, the other 
Soulard safety groups for the Soulard 
Restoration Group and the Soulard 
Business Association, and others. These 
efforts help the Commission make the 
necessary decisions to increase safety 
efforts in the District.

• Website: The District’s website, 
www.soulard-sbd.org, shares informa-
tion about the district, safety and the 
Commission’s efforts.

• Forum: A Neighborhood Forum 
is planned for early 2015 at which 
neighbors will be invited to learn more 
about safety and the Commission. 
Keep an eye out for flyers and mailers 
announcing the date, time and location.

Unfortunately crime is a fact of life, 
but the SBD is doing what it can to help 
you be aware, be safe and hopefully 
avoid being a victim.

Lisa Otke has been a commissioner 
on the Soulard Special Business District 
since 2010, and was president of Soulard 
Restoration Group in 2005.

The Soulard Neighbors Garden, 
created through a $1,500 grant of plants, 
tools and materials from Brightside, has 
been planted.

The garden, located at Gravois Avenue 
and South 13th St., took shape in stages. 
Shovels, soil and mulch and other 
materials were picked up at the end of 
September, and more than 70 plants 
were picked up in mid-October. Finally, 
workers picked up eight serviceberry 
trees on Nov. 12.

With the assistance of SRG’s 

Soulard Neighbors Garden is planted

Photo by Katarina Michalova | Renaissance

Richard Eaton, John Durnell, Gayle Van Dyke and Alex Powers get the new 
Soulard Neighbors Garden at Gravois Avenue and South 13th Street in shape 
before the cold sets in.

Beautification Committee, volunteers 
built two berms at opposite corners of 
the garden near the end of October. 
Then on Nov. 2, workers set in the 
Missouri native perennials. Placement 
for the trees was mapped out on Nov. 
9, the holes were dug the next day and 
the trees were planted on Nov. 11, just 
as cold weather set in.

Anyone interested in helping 
maintain this or other Soulard green 
spaces can contact SRG’s Beautification 
Committee Chairman Richard Eaton at 
rreaton@sbcglobal.net.

By Gayle Van Dyke 

By Lisa Otke

Contemporary Worship — Sunday 11 a.m.
2420 South 12th Street (at Victor)

experience GOD,
 not religion

theROCKstl.com
Phone: 314/968-0600
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Local artist and sculptor Uriel 
Starbuck is on a mission. Earlier this 
year, after discovering R-space artists’ 
cooperative, co-owned by Patrick 
Reiner, an idea Starbuck has had for 
some time began to take shape.

The two attended an SRG board 
meeting and made it known that 
Starbuck was interested in creating a 
butterfly sculpture to be installed in 
Soulard. That presentation led him into 
discussions with SRG’s Beautification 
Committee, which now faces one of its 
largest and most challenging projects.

This idea of a butterfly sculpture didn’t 
hit Starbuck out of the blue. He’s been 
fascinated with the tiny creatures for 
many years, welding his first butterfly 
sculpture in Old North St. Louis in 1996. 
Since then, he has designed several for 
both public and private spaces. “I have 
a deep spiritual feeling that the butterfly 
and I are part of the same entity,” he says. 
“It’s been my ambition for some time 
to do something large for these small 
creatures.” He’s driven to inspire others 
by capturing their incredible story and 
illustrating their migratory journey.

The sculpture will be the centerpiece 
of a re-imagined garden in the 
northeast corner of Pontiac Square 
Park. The piece will be huge — 20 feet 
tall and 20 feet wide — and constructed 
of COR-TEN steel that has a weathered, 
rust-like appearance. The proposed 
sculpture looks like a small grove of 
trees with butterfly shapes punched out 
in the treetops where the leaves would 
be. There are two set-back areas under 
the trees where a stainless steel seat will 
be set in. Attached to the very top will 
be a few stainless steel butterflies that 
will flutter in the breeze on wires.

Committees will raise funds to pay 
for the sculpture, and premiums will be 

Plans for Butterfly Garden in Pontiac Park take shape
offered for those who contribute. One of 
those premiums will allow contributors 
to own a piece of the structure. The 
butterfly shapes to be punched from the 
steel will be mounted, creating small 
table-top sculptures to be available at 
various contribution levels.

The Beautification Committee hopes 
this incredible monument to the 
butterfly will become a neighborhood 
showpiece, drawing visitors from 
around the area and beyond. The 
sculpture, as grand as it is, is just one 
part of the overall concept. Current 
plans involve enhancing existing 
plantings with butterfly-friendly 
perennials. The garden is designed 
to educate visitors with several signs 
placed along the path to provide 
information on the metamorphic 
stages of the butterfly’s life.

This project has presented itself at 
an extremely opportune time, as it 
dovetails nicely with Mayor Francis 
Slay’s “Milkweeds for Monarchs” 
initiative in which the city committed 
to planting 50 butterfly gardens. That 
effort also challenges the greater 
community by encouraging the planting 
of 200 additional butterfly gardens to 
commemorate the city’s 250th birthday.

“Nature has produced such marvelous 
creatures and we are one of them, 
Starbuck says. “With a brain no larger 
than the head of a pin, butterflies can 
navigate thousands of miles. What, 
then, with our huge brains, can we 
accomplish?”

Uriel Starbuck is represented by 
Patrick Reiner of R-space and maintains 
an exhibit space there. Stop by any time 
to see his sculptures and fantastic fabric 
collages. While there, ask to see the 
mock-up of the butterfly sculpture for 
Pontiac Square Park.

Plans for the steel sculpture by Uriel Starbuck include what looks like a small grove 
of trees with butterfly shapes punched out in the treetops where the leaves would be.

By Gayle Van Dyke 

Renaissance_DECEMBER_14_PROOF.indd   5 11/23/14   9:20 PM



6 - THe Soulard renaiSSance - DECEMBER 2014  

FROM 2013: Former Renaissance Editor Billy Tomber will once again be on hand 
at Gene Slay’s Boys’ Club to welcome Parlour Tour visitors, and he’ll be one of our 
tour guides.

You can also find us on Facebook at 
Soulard Parlour Tour.

If you are interested in volunteering 
for the Parlour Tour, contact Jim Price 
at 314-680-1590. 

prior to fasting?  The Medieval Latin 
word carnelevarium means to take 
away meat.

You may have learned that the 
tradition of the King Cake included 
a small token or figure of Baby Jesus, 
but did you know that George and 
Martha Washington were married 
on Twelfth Night in 1759, and that 
Martha’s personal recipe for King 
Cake called for 40 eggs, 4 pounds of 
sugar and 5 pounds of dried fruit?

It’s a fact that each year New Orleans 
holds at least 30 Mardi Gras balls and  
that Soulard has not held its Mardi 
Gras Ball for five years, but did you 
know that the Soulard Mardi Gras 
Ball returns in 2015?

That’s right! The 2015 Mardi 
Gras season will be different and 
very special. This year there is truly 
magic in the air, because a Soulard 
tradition is being reborn. The Soulard 
Restoration Group’s Beautification 
Committee is in the final stages of 
restoring the annual Soulard Mardi 
Gras Ball.

Intermission tickets still available
The 2015 Soulard Mardi Gras Ball 

— “Vices and Virtues” — will be held 
Jan. 31, at the Mad Art Gallery, 2727 
S. 12th St. Vices and Virtues is an 
upscale event — attendees will wear 
either full costume or black tie with 
mask. Our Mistress of Ceremonies 
will be Jade Sinclair, and the Ball will 
open with a cocktail reception at 6 
p.m. At 7 p.m., the limited audience 
of 250 guests will be treated to a five-
course gourmet dinner, as well as a 
custom burlesque show by Miss Lola 
van Ella.

Intermission will include a fire-
throwing performance, and at that 
time we will admit an additional 
250 guests to enjoy the open bar and 
dance to live music performed by 
Millennium. The merrymaking will 
continue with tarot card readings, a 
costume contest and the selection and 
crowning of the Royal Court.

Tickets for the full program are $75 
and have sold out. Tickets for entry at 
intermission are $50. All guests will 
receive the limited edition “Vices and 
Virtues 2015” medallion. All proceeds 
from this extraordinary event will be 
invested in the beautification of the 
Soulard neighborhood.

For more information, email 
vandvball@soulard.org. To purchase 
“Vices and Virtues” tickets, visit www.
soulard.org.

Photo by Jackie Parker | Renaissance

Parlour Continued from Page 1

We always need volunteers to serve 
as tour guides, greeters, ticket takers, 
house sitters, runners and decorating 
help. Thank you!

Vices & Virtues Continued from Page 1
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I Love Soulard: A Column By Ryan Brockschmitt 
It’s that time of the year again for 

the annual Soulard Holiday Parlour 
Tour, Dec. 6–7. It’s one of those 
traditions that makes Soulard unique. 
Volunteers run the event from top to 
bottom. Well, except for driving the 
heated shuttle buses. The buses don’t 
exactly have the same turning radius 
as a golf cart.

As a guest, you’ll see neighbors 
serving food and coffee at the tour 
headquarters, Gene Slay’s Boys’ Club 
of St. Louis, located at 2524 S. 11th St. 
Neighbors will serve as tour guides, 

FROM 2013: Parlour Tour guests filled the heated shuttle buses to be part of Soulard’s annual holiday event.giving visitors information about the 
homes they’ll be seeing.

The 39th Annual Parlour Tour 
showcases the great assortment of 
homes. The homes all are owned by 
neighbors and, along with spotlighting 
some of the fantastic architecture we 
have in Soulard, the tour shows the 
diversity of our neighborhood.

Soulard isn’t defined only by its 
architecture or its residents. Soulard 
is not defined only by its bars 
and restaurants or Mardi Gras or 
Oktoberfest. It isn’t defined solely by 
the Farmers Market, either. While St. 
Louis points out the 1904 World’s Fair 
was held here, let me remind you that 
the Soulard Farmers Market, founded 
in 1799, is the oldest farmers market 
west of the Mississippi River. 

Soulard is defined by all of these 
things, together.

From time to time, neighbors 
and visitors talk about what really 
defines Soulard. Recently, the topic 
of a conversation on NextDoor (think 
an online neighborhood version of 
Facebook) was all about bar noise. 
There were plenty of comments 
like, “Bars are Soulard, if you don’t 
like it, move” and “Soulard only 
exists because of the rehabbers” and 
the obligatory “Mardi Gras is evil” 
comment.

All of these comments, except the 
Mardi Gras one, are kind of right and 
wrong at the same time. Soulard, as 
we know it, wouldn’t exist without 
the rehabbers who saved the beauti-
ful buildings, without the bars that 
helped popularize the neighborhood 
or without the people who live here 

now, whether they rent or own their 
homes. It wouldn’t be the Soulard 
we love without Mardi Gras or 
Oktoberfest or even Tap ’N’ Run.

Soulard is beautiful because of the 
combination of all of these things. 
Eliminate any of them and who knows 
what Soulard would be? Everyone 
has to realize they play a part in this 
formula. Everyone also has to take the 
time to understand and respect other 
viewpoints. Everyone wants what’s 
best for Soulard, and they have to be 
willing to work for it.

Maybe, bar owner, you don’t need 
to have your speakers blaring outside. 
Hey, rehabber, maybe you can let the 
bar owner hang a sign or a banner? 
Hey, renter, you probably need to tone 
it down after 2 a.m. Hey, homeowner, 

Everyone wants what’s 
best for Soulard, and 
they have to be willing 
to work for it.

maybe hear the renter out first?
By talking things out, most issues 

can almost always be worked out.
If you think my words don’t make 

a whole lot of sense, maybe Garth 
Brooks said it better:

“All the colors and the cultures 
circle ’round us on a spindle.
It’s a complicated riddle, 
the solution is so simple…
It’s people loving people.”

Thanks for reading. You can 
check out more of my writing at 
iLoveSoulard.com.

Stay Fly, y’all.

Photo by Jackie Parker | Renaissance

www.soulard.org

CONTACT TAMMY TODAY! 314.644.2501
ADVerTiSiNg DeADliNe fOr The MArDi grAS iSSue iS 1/28/15.
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MOUSE RACES SET FOR JAN. 
10: We’re holding our second annual 
Mouse Races on Saturday, Jan. 10, at 
St. Vincent’s Parish Hall, 1408 S. 10th 
St. Doors open at 6 p.m.; post time is 7 
p.m. Sponsored by Soulard’s American 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary Unit 422, this 
is a family event, so bring your kids. We 
will have six running rodents per six 
races, with the seventh race consisting 
of the six winners.

Between races, there will be mouse 
roulette, attendance prizes, silent 
auction and 50/50s. Admission is $25 
for adults; free for kids. Admission 
includes popcorn, hot dogs, nachos, 
beer, wine and soda. You are welcome 
to bring your own snacks. PayPal and 
payment by check are available, and we 
recommend that you pay early to avoid 
a long line the night of the event.

If you want to really get in on the 
action, for $10 you can name a mouse 
and it will be printed in the racing 
program. The committee putting on 
this great event includes:

• Mona Parsley — monaparsley@
yahoo.com, 314-220-3786

• Kris Shannon — kshannon0719@
gmail.com, 314-303-5261

• Kathy Koerper — kkups@
prodigy.net, 314-401-2952

• Martha Hamilton, Auxiliary 
president — whmh96@charter.net, 
314-680-2205

• Bill Wirtel, liaison — 
mwirtel4497@att.net, 314-605-3048

They have some great info for putting 
your business ads in the program.

MEET ED BIELIK: Ed’s a hiker, 
biker and canoer and was the very first 
person to walk the length of the Katy 
Trail. His solo trek in 1991 was 200 
miles long, and at age 62, he did it in 
10 days.

Ed is an original Soulardian. He 
was born and raised in the Kosciusko 
neighborhood east of Broadway. 
Polish is still his second language. He 

Updates from American Legion Post 422
By Mr. Bill Wirtel attended Our Lady of Czestochowa 

Catholic School and McKinley High 
School. While he was in high school, 
World War II broke out, and he joined 
the Marines, then returned to finish 
high school. Sgt. Ed was called back 
during the Korean War, this time as 
a drill instructor. He returned to MU 
Central College at Warrensburg where 
he degreed as a teacher of physical 
education. After 35 years of teaching PE 
and coaching football at Farmington, 
Mo., Wellston and Jennings high 
schools, plus being swimming coach, he 
retired. During the summer season, Ed 
was the swimming pro at Westborough 
Country Club for 35 years.

Not only did he walk the Katy Trail 
six times, he has biked it 19 times. 
Since 1996, Ed volunteers once a year 
on the Katy Trail. For a hiker, this is 
a real scenic experience of nature and 
the rolling landscape. On his 1991 trip, 
he didn’t see one human on the trail. 
He never strayed until he got to a town 
or settlement, going to the general 
store or the local bar-and-grill where 
townspeople and farmers met. He was 
always greeted warmly by the locals, 
who asked questions and gave advice 
on what was ahead.

While in college, our adventurous 
Sgt. Ed and a classmate canoed the 
Mississippi River from the Chain of 
Rocks to New Orleans. The trip of 
1,050 miles was made in 16 days, five 
days earlier than the projected time.

Ed still bikes and works out three 
days a week on Grant’s Trail or other 
area biking trails and weekends on his 
favorite, the Katy Trail. How’s that for 
our 86-year-old veteran?

You will see Ed in the kitchen 
during our BBQs, Memorial Day and 
Mardi Gras events, and at the Soulard 
Market distributing flags for specific 
patriotic events.

As a World War II veteran, Ed has a 
wish to go on a Greater St. Louis Honor 
Flight to Washington D.C. to visit the 
WWII memorial and attend many of 

the ceremonies. There is no cost to him 
for his trip. Each veteran is paired with 
a guardian for the day who pays ($650) 
his own way. Since 2008, 45 flights 
for 1,200-plus veterans have departed 
Lambert–St. Louis International 
Airport at 3 a.m. and arrived back 
at 8 p.m. It’s a long day. It’s quite an 
experience to be at Lambert when they 
return — not too many dry eyes from 
veterans nor the folks at the airport.
BKZ Post is searching for a guardian 
for the trip. Anybody wanting to assist 
can let Mr. Bill or Post 422 know via 
email (mwirtel4497@att.net)or mail to 
2601 S 11th St., St. Louis, MO 63118, 
Attn: Chaplain.

PARKING LOT GRANT: Thanks 
to Alderman Ken Ortman for 
recommending BKZ Post 422 and 
to Lisa Otke, commercial district 
manager of SLDC, Neighborhood 
Business Development, for working 
with us as we apply for a grant of 
$20,000 for renovation of the parking 
lot. Our visitors have seen what 
sinkholes and subsidence have done 
to our lots. We are hopeful that the 
day is soon when we have a striped lot 
with wheel stops and disabled parking 
spots. We are seeking bids, but they are 
averaging 80 percent above the grant 
amount. Qualified contractors must 
conform to the city and Davis Bacon 
Act wage and labor requirements. 
Recommendations are appreciated for 
qualified asphalt contractors who can 
help us.

AUXILIARY: The ladies continue 
with their shipments of overseas boxes 
to our military men and women. 
Boxes with Christmas items, candies, 
handwritten cards and gifts from 
St. Alban’s grade school children, 
along with Christmas greetings from 
members of BKZ 422 Auxiliary and 
Post members, were prepared. Twenty 
Christmas package boxes were filled 
on Nov. 12. The postage was $362 and 
our current total of boxes shipped is 
now at 372.

Jan. 30, 2015 is B&B time. Whenever 
there is a fifth Friday in a month, we 

The BKZ Post 422 Ladies Auxiliary has been hard at work putting together boxes 
of Christmas treats to send to military men and women.

do our Bingo and Buffet for rehabbing 
veterans at Jefferson Barracks Medical 
Center. This time, we will distribute 
winter wear and comfort items such as 
lap blankets, writing notebooks, pens, 
baseball caps and shower footwear, 
as attendance prizes. Bingo winners 
always receive coupons for use in the 
canteen (PX).

We are gathering items now, so if 
you are able to donate items or want 
to provide financial assistance, contact 
Mr. Bill at 314-605-3048 or email 
mwirtel4497@att.net.

VETERANS DAY CELEBRATIONS:  
Thanks to the many SRG members and 
the Soulard folks who visited Soulard 
Market and gave the Post donations on 
Nov. 8 while receiving one of the three 
gross of American flags we distributed. 
It was nice of everyone to stop by 
and chat with us. Afterward, many of 
us proceeded to Soldiers Memorial 
for ceremonies and the parade that 
afternoon.

On Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11, 
ceremonies were held again at the 
Soldiers Memorial on Chestnut Street 
in Downtown. A large number of 
veterans and spouses attended the Nov. 
12 District Banquet at Christy’s Banquet 
Center. State Commander Welchi and 
U.S. Navy Capt. Michael Nolan (Ret.) 
were the guest speakers, referencing 
the 97th year of the American Legion’s 
2.4 million veterans.

COMING SOON: On Saturday, Feb. 
14, before attending the Grand Parade 
for Mardi Gras, stop by the Legion 
Post. We’re the home of $1 hot dogs 
and our original 8 a.m. breakfast of 
biscuits and gravy.

Eligible veterans, male and female, 
join your Soulard American Legion. 
Our mission is veterans helping 
veterans. Ladies meet at 7 p.m. on the 
second Wednesday and men at 2 p.m. 
Sundays.

Mr. Bill Wirtel is chaplain, former 
commander and event coordinator of 
the American Legion BKZ Post 422, 
2601 S. 11th St. He can be reached at 
mwirtel4497@att.net.

John Bielik with his father, Ed Bielik, on the Katy Trail in June 2013.
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314-776-0883
3022 Oregon Ave.

(between Arsenal & Gravois)

cabriniacademy.org

A World of
Opportunity
Awaits you

A world of learning...
A world of possibilities...

A world for all of us!

St. Frances Cabrini Academy brings together a 
diverse group of students and families to create 

one learning community.

Located in South City, our school reflects the 
world around us. We prepare our students to be 

the leaders of tomorrow with a foundation of 
compassion, respect and understanding.

We’re building a better world.Come be a part of it!

Call to schedule a tour.Come see Cabrini in action!
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About 25 decorated golf carts, and many more decorated neighbors, 
took part in the Halloween Parade on Oct. 31. The event, put on by the 
SRG Residential Promotion Committee, included a pub crawl through 
Soulard and concluded with a golf cart version of trunk-or-treat for the 
kids at Soulard Market Plaza. Thanks to everyone who participated.

Have Halloween
golf cart, will travel

Photos by Nancy Lambert | Renaissance
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FROM 1955: Kaucic’s Confectionery was located at the northeast 
corner of South 11th Street and Allen Avenue. Today, it is an 
apartment building. The store was owned by Antony and Elizabeth 
(Betty) Kaucic. They lived above the store with their children, Tony 
Kaucic, Elizabeth Gatlin and Margaret Hawley. The Renaissance 
would like to thank the Kaucics’ granddaughter, Theresa Manzelli, 
for submitting the photo via Sean Cochran.

If you have a photo from Soulard’s past that you would like to 
share, please email it to editor@soulard.org along with some 
information about the photo, including who took the photo, 
who’s in the photo and where it was taken.

Soulard snapshots Let your dogs run free at 
‘Pooches Unleashed’ Feb. 8

Celebrate with the Frenchtown Dog 
Park Association at the seventh annual 
“Pooches Unleashed” party on pet 
parade day, Sunday, Feb. 8.

Beginning at 11:30 a.m., visit our 
dog park at South 10th & Emmett 
streets in Soulard to get your pet 
parade party started. It is the perfect 
place to meet up with your pet parade 
watching or walking crew before 
and after the event. Pop in to relax, 
warm up in our heated tent and enjoy 
refreshments and music, all while 
your well-mannered dog plays off-
leash. The small dog side of the park 
requires a leash.

With more than three-fourths of 
an acre, the Frenchtown Dog Park 
is one of the largest enclosed urban 
green spaces in the city, offering a 
safe and secure environment within 
which residents can exercise their 
dogs and socialize with neighbors. 
Donations from the event benefit park 
improvements and maintenance.

Your $10 per person donation 
provides you with entrance, dog treat, 
a beverage and door prize ticket. 
(Children under 2 are free and ages 3 
to 12 are $5.) Our event features clean 
private portable toilets, drinks, door 
prizes, an amazing prize raffle and a 
silent auction.

The 4 p.m. crowning of the 
2015 Frenchtown Dog Park King, 
Queen and Jester adds a competitive 

component to the event. Join the 
race by e-mailing membership@
frenchtowndogpark.com to nominate 
your dog for the royal contest. Last 
year, the contest raised more than 
$3,000 for the park.

There are many ways you can help. 
We are looking for cash sponsorships 
and in-kind donations. Would you like 
to be on our committee or volunteer to 
work a shift at the event? Do you have 
an item you would like to contribute 
to our silent auction or prize baskets? 
Would you like to become a patron? 
Even if you can’t attend, “vote” online 
for one of the nominated dogs.

Visit www.frenchtowndogpark.
com or email Vicki Morris at events@
frenchtowndogpark.com. For dog 
park information, email member-
ship@frenchtowndogpark.com, visit 
Facebook at Frenchtowndogpark or 
check out Twitter at @frenchtowndogpk.
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Marybeth Bradford Wallace
Selling all of St. Louis & Surrounding Counties

24/7 Real Estate Agent with 28 Years of Experience

Realty Executives of St. Louis
314.759.9100 {office} • 314.550.7250 {cell}

mbstlhomes.com {website} • mb4123@aol.com {email}

Sellers

Prices are up because

the market is stabilizing.

Let me share my marketing

experience with you.

Buyers

Let a professional help you

find your home that is 

knowledgeable in short sales,

foreclosures as well in traditional

listings.
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